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Blast from the Past

Taken at Sensei Peter Suzuki’s dojo circa 1976. Otsuka Sensei is performing the take down but there
are at least two of Aiwakai’s senior instructors are in this picture. Do you know who they are? Were
you there? If so, get in touch!

Thank you to Yuji Suzuki for allowing us to reproduce this picture. Their club website,
www.suzukikarateschool.co.uk is currently under reconstruction and will be a great site once
launched.

Published in 1988 (and edited by established martial artists Frank Johnson,) in the October edition of
the martial arts magazine Wado World (No. 4 Vol. 1) we find two gems that include current Aiwakai
members.
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The first shows the Leeds Team, led by Keith Walker (now a Senior Aiwakai Instructor) having won
the Male Senior Team Kumite in the 1988 Wado-Ryu Cup Karate Championships. Keith also won a
silver medal in the Male Black Belt Individual Kumite category and Mark Gallagher (also in the photo)
took bronze in the Male Brown Belt Individual Kumite. Shocking moustaches gents! Who are the
others in this picture? Are you there? If so, contact us!

Also in this edition of Wado World is an advert showing the hierarchy of the United Kingdom Karate-
Do Wado-Kai (U.K.K.W.) as it was 20 years ago. More than 40 years since the U.K.K.W. was formed,
the founding senior instructors remain at the forefront of Wado training, development and teaching
today. Few associations can claim to have a former senior U.K.K.W. instructor leading them.
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Today the U.K.K.W. is led by D. Allsop 7" Dan under the umbrella of T. Suzuki’s W.L.K.F. In Aiwakai
we have Sensei K. Sakagami and Sensei P. May. With many 5%, 6™ and 7" Dan being handed out like
parking tickets there are very few who can be as confident as these men, and those studying under
them, of their linage and authenticity of their wado karate ‘apprenticeships’.
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